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Pigot soon arrived at Valudavur with a body of 1,000
sep6ys and 200 horse. In September there was increased
activity from the English batteries and Lally himself des-
paired that since some English reinforcements Lad landed
at Cuddalore, there would be no possibility of holding
the place for more than a fortnight. The English main-
tained a strict blockade by land and prevented provisions
from reaching Pondieherry. However, a large body of
Balaji Rao's horse appeared from Mysore in the upper
Camatic. The French made large offers to persuade the
Marathas to enter the Carnatic plain and compel the Eng-
lish to raise the siege; but the Nawab was induced to send
his vakil with powers to treat and so saved the English
from that danger, Ivarikal had been meanwhile deinolish-
ed; and the Nawab had been invited to go to Madras as it
was thought that the army would be better supx^lied with
provisions and'other requirements would be complied with
more readily if he should be at the Presidency. He joined
the camp before Pondicherry.
By the middle of December, Steevens reached Pondi-
cherry with five ships and two 'others arrived from Trin-
comali. There were already five ships in the roads to help
the blockade and to shut out all supplies by sea. But on
January 1,1761, a violent gale arose in which three ships
foundered and three others were driven ashore and one was
not at all heard of. But the French could take no advan-
tage of this set back. A week later Cornish joined Siee-
vens with 7 more vessels. The damaged ships wore re-
paired and made ready for an action with the enemy's
squadron if it should appear. Pigot proceeded to the
scene in order to vindicate the Company's rights (9th
January). The next day a heavy battery opened fire on
the north-west bastion. On the 15th an advanced battery
was opened within 500 yards of the walls. The same even-
ing Tjally sent out envoys with offers to surrender the forr.
On the morning of the 16th Coote's Grenadiers too1? pos-
session of the VilliayanaUur G-ate and on the 17th the fort
and the citadel were delivered up to the victors and the
English flag was hoisted. Coote would not subscribe on
his own authority to the articles presented by the enemy.
He took possession of Pondicherry in the name of the
King; but Pigot claimed its delivery into the hands ef the
, Company. There was some acrimonious discussion over